
Communication and language 

In the EYFS framework, Communication and Language is made up of three aspects: 

Listening and attention - Children listen attentively in a range of situations. They listen to 

stories, accurately anticipating key events and respond to what they hear with relevant 

comments, questions or actions. They give their attention to what others say and respond 

appropriately, while engaged in another activity. 

Understanding - Children follow instructions involving several ideas or actions. They answer 

‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences and in response to stories or events. 

Speaking - Children express themselves effectively, showing awareness of listeners’ needs. 

They use past, present and future forms accurately when talking about events that have 

happened or are to happen in the future. They develop their own narratives and explanations 

by connecting ideas or events. 

 

How communication and language can be observed in our setting: 

We are very proud to hold ‘Communication Friendly Setting’ status. 

 

As children’s vocabulary and use of spoken language increases practitioners play alongside 

children, commentating on what they are doing. To build children’s understanding of the 

spoken word they use simple language, emphasise key words and information, repeat words 

and phrases often. When they are talking to particular children, they gain their attention 

first by calling their name and looking directly at them. 

  

In the setting there are puzzles, manipulative toys, building blocks, small world play 

resources, a sand area, hats, costumes, bags for role play and a good supply of books. We are 

aware that different children are interested in different things and take time to have 

conversations with children in a variety of play situations. We talk with the children about 

what they are doing and use open ended questions such as, ‘How do you think we could...’, ‘Can 

you show me how to...’,’What might happen if...’. 

  

We give regular support to children who struggle to understand, acknowledging their efforts, 

adapting the level language we use, and modelling correct sentences. There are visual signs 

and symbols around the room and the storage boxes are all labelled with pictures of what 

should be in there. 

  

Favourite stories are read and re-read and the children love joining in and saying what is 

going to happen next in a story. At these times we challenge the children’s thinking and 

understanding by asking simple questions such as, ‘What happens next?’ and ‘Why do you 

think that?’. 

  

The wide variety of resources in the setting gives children lots of opportunities to make 

choices and follow their interests. We are a free flow setting so children choose where to 

play but are expected to observe the school rules which children and staff have devised to 

ensure everyone’s safety and comfort. Talking about these rules – which happens quite 

frequently – is a great opportunity to develop children’s understanding as they discuss the 

consequences of things not being done correctly. 


